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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------""'"
102-1370 9 July 1992 Washington D C
ENVIROIlKENTAL FRUITS OF LABOR - Seeing the tangible results of our work
here in Congress is always rewarding, and to give you an example of what
I am referring to, the Environmental Protection Agency has awarded the
very first environmental education grants under the National Environmental
Education Act of 1990.
The Act authorizes a major grant to implement the National
Environmental Education Training Program which will train teachers and
other education professionals in the development and delivery of
environmental programs and studies. The Act also calls for smaller
environmental education grants to support projects that design, demonstrate,
or disseminate environmental education methods and practices. The proposals
featured dynamic and creative grass-roots projects to be performed at
different levels of education including schools, state agencies, utilities,
and non-profit groups.
After comprehensive review of more than 3,000 grant applications,
EPA selected 213 grantees in all 50 states and the District of Columbia
to receive a total of $2.4 million. More than 25-percent of the 213 grants
were small projects of $5,000, including seven of the eight grants awarded
in Texas. The largest Texas grant, nearly $16,000, went to the National
Audubon Society for an International Youth Alliance project to raise the
awareness of local community members and students of Brownsville, Texas
and Matamoros, Mexico on local environmental issues. The project is also
designed to promote bi-national couununications and cooperation in
approaching environmental problems and solutions.
The EPA receives numerous requests each year for the funding of
environmental education projects. Because there are more requests than
available grants, many projects go unfunded, and in order to assist those
applicants, EPA's Office of Environmental Education will serve as a link
among many worthwhile programs and corporate entities interested in
partnerships. If you or your organization would like more information,
contact the EPA Office of Environmental Education at (202) 260-4962.
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SENATE YOUTH PROGRAM - It's always a pleasure to pass along information
to constituents on programs which will bring students to the nation's
capital to see the world's best model of democracy in action. The 1993
United States Senate Youth Program is just such an example, immersing
104 students into the heart of Washington, DC.
This program, completely funded through a private foundation at no
cost to the government, will allow students to visit the Senate, House
of Representatives, Supreme Court, Pentagon and more. The foundation
will pay all expenses for the week in Washington, (Jan 30 - Feb 6, 1993),
including transportation, hotel, and meals. In addition to this, the
foundation will also make available to each of the 104 students selected
to participate, a $2,000 college scholarship. The scholarship award will
be presented to the students during their week in Washington.
Individual schools and states have their own deadlines and selection
criteria. So for more specific information, contact Mr Marvin Veselka,
Associate Commissioner, Texas Education Agency, 1701 North Congress Avenue,
Austin, TX 78701-1494, (512) 463-9533.
VISITORS FROM HOME - Dr Ramon Tanguma, Willie and Nelda Utley of Benavides;
Courtney Lyons of Ingleside; Deborah L Trevino and Javier D Margo, Jr
of Rio Grande City; Kristi Beauchamp of Floresville; Leo Alaniz of Pharr;
Linda, Sarah, and Jenny Rettig of Portland; Rose Ella and Homer M Ortega,
Sonya Cortez, Ruben Castilla, Jr, R J Kosadnar, Lily Aguirre, and Emily
Rankin of McAllen.
VISITORS FROM AFAR - I was a guest of Treasury Secretary Nicholas Brady
at a breakfast meeting with Ministers of Finance from ARGENTINA, BOLIVIA,
BRAZIL, CHILE, COLOMBIA, COSTA RICA, EL SALVADOR, JAMAICA, MEXICO, URUGUAY,
and VENEZUELA, to discuss economic and financial issues of mutual concern,
and participated in the welcoming of Nicaraguan Minister of Agriculture
Roberto Rondon Sacasa and participants involved in USDA's Office of
International Cooperation and Development "Livestock Policy Workshop for
Nicaragua. I;
One of the greatest tenors of our time, Luciano Pavarotti was in
Washington recently. Our visit allowed me the opportunity to tryout
my Italian -- it worked OK! He's a great guy, very personable and quite
sharp. Prior to seeing Pavarotti, I had spoken on the floor of the House
on an issue and when I introduced myself to him -- he replied, "I just
saw you on the floor, you were good -- very discerning. II Mr Pavarot ti
performed before an audience of 13,000 including President and Mrs Bush,
later that night.
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